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wife from the transit hospital in Germany,
and he said this: “Honey, I could come home
right now, but I feel I have responsibilities,
and I'm going back to Iraq.” He borrowed
a uniform; he convinced his doctor to let him
out of the hospital—and the man returned
to his squad.

A lot of you can tell stories like this. Each
of you knows a fellow patriot whose name
is carried in your heart or who sits proudly
beside you in this hall today. I want to thank
you for the sacrifices you have made. I thank
you for the example you have set. And I
thank you for the steadfast support of the
men and women who wear our uniform.

You know that America can overcome any
challenge or any difficulty. You know Amer-
ica’s brightest days are still ahead. And you
know that nothing we say here—no speech
or vote or resolution in the United States
Congress—means more to the future of our
country than the men and women who wake
up every morning and put on the uniform
of our country and defend the United States
of America.

I thank you for your time. God bless.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:05 a.m. at the
Renaissance Hotel. In his remarks, he referred
to Paul A. Morin, national commander, American
Legion; Earl Ruttkofsky, national commander,
Sons of the American Legion; Maj. Gen. George
W. Weightman, USA, former commander, Walter
Reed Army Medical Center; former Secretary of
the Army Francis J. Harvey; Gen. David H.
Petracus, USA, commanding general, Multi-Na-
tional Force—Iraq; Usama bin Laden, leader of
the Al Qaida terrorist organization; and Sgt. Tim-
othy C. Tardif, USMC, who was awarded the Sil-
ver Star on May 3, 2004.

Executive Order 13426—
Establishing a Commission on Care
for America’s Returning Wounded
Warriors and a Task Force on
Returning Global War on Terror
Heroes

March 6, 2007

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and to provide a
comprehensive review of the care provided
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to America’s returning Global War on Terror
service men and women from the time they
leave the battlefield through their return to
civilian life, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Establishiment of Commission.
There is established the President’s Commis-
sion on Care for America’s Returning
Wounded Warriors (Commission).

Sec. 2. Membership of Commission. The
Commission shall be composed of nine mem-
bers appointed by the President. The Presi-
dent shall designate two Co-Chairs from
among the members of the Commission.

Sec. 3. Mission of Commission. The mis-
sion of the Commission shall be to:

(a) examine the effectiveness of returning
wounded service members’ transition from
deployment in support of the Global War on
Terror to successful return to productive
military service or civilian society, and rec-
ommend needed improvements;

(b) evaluate the coordination, manage-
ment, and adequacy of the delivery of health
care, disability, traumatic injury, education,
employment, and other benefits and services
to returning wounded Global War on Terror
service members by Federal agencies as well
as by the private sector, and recommend
ways to ensure that programs provide high-
quality services;

(c) (i) analyze the effectiveness of existing
outreach to service members regarding such
benefits and services, and service members’
level of awareness of and ability to access
these benefits and services, and (ii) identify
ways to reduce barriers to and gaps in these
benefits and services; and

(d) consult with foundations, veterans serv-
ice organizations, non-profit groups, faith-
based organizations, and others as appro-
priate, in performing the Commission’s func-
tions under subsections (a) through (c) of this
section.

Sec. 4. Administration of Commission.

(a) The Secretary of Defense shall, to the
extent permitted by law, provide administra-
tive support and funding for the Commission.
To the extent permitted by law, office space,
analytical support, and staff support for the
Commission shall be provided by the De-
partment of Defense.

(b) Members of the Commission shall
serve without any compensation for their
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work on the Commission. Members of the
Commission appointed from among private
citizens of the United States, while engaged
in the work of the Commission, may be al-
lowed travel expenses, including per diem in
lieu of subsistence, as authorized by law for
persons  serving intermittently in Govern-
ment service (5 U.S.C. 5701-5707), con-
sistent with the availability of funds.

(c) The Co-Chairs of the Commission shall
select an Executive Director to coordinate
administration of the Commission.

(d) The heads of executive branch depart-
ments and agencies shall, to the extent per-
mitted by law, provide the Commission with
information as requested by the Co-Chairs.

(e) The Co-Chairs of the Commission shall
convene and preside at the meetings of the
Commission, determine its agenda, and di-
rect its work.

(f) The functions of the President under
the Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended (5 U.S.C. App.)(Act), except for
those in section 6 of that Act, that are appli-
cable to the Commission, shall be performed
by the Secretary of Defense, in accordance
with the guidelines that have been issued by
the Administrator of General Services.

Sec. 5. Report of Commission. The Com-
mission shall report its recommendations to
the President through the Secretary of De-
fense and the Secretary of Veterans Affairs.
The Commission shall issue a final report by
June 30, 2007, unless the Co-Chairs provide
written notice to the President that an exten-
sion is necessary, in which case the Commis-
sion shall issue the final report by July 31,
2007.

Sec. 6. Termination of Commission. The
Commission shall terminate 30 days after
submitting its final report, unless extended
by the President prior to that date.

Sec. 7. Establishment of Task Force. The
Secretary of Veterans Affairs (Secretary) shall
establish within the Department of Veterans
Affairs for administrative purposes only an
Interagency Task Force on Returning Global
War on Terror Heroes (Task Force).

Sec. 8. Membership and Operation of Task
Force. The Task Force shall consist exclu-
sively of the following members, or their des-
ignees who shall be at the Under Secretary
level (or its equivalent) or higher:
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(a) the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, who
shall serve as Chair;

(b) the Secretary of Defense;

(c) the Secretary of Labor;

(d) the Secretary of Health and Human
Services;

(e) the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development;

(f) the Secretary of Education;

(g) the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget;

(h) the Administrator of the Small Busi-
ness Administration; and

(i) other officers or employees of the
United States, as determined by the
Secretary.

The Secretary or the Secretary’s designee
shall convene and preside at meetings of the
Task Force and direct its work. The Secretary
shall designate an official of the Department
of Veterans Affairs to serve as the Executive
Secretary of the Task Force, and the Execu-
tive Secretary shall head any staff assigned
to the Task Force.

Sec. 9. Mission of Task Force. The mission
of the Task Force shall be to:

(a) identify and examine existing Federal
services that currently are provided to re-
turning Global War on Terror service mem-
bers;

(b) identify existing gaps in such services;

(c) seek recommendations from appro-
priate Federal agencies on ways to fill those
gaps as effectively and expeditiously as pos-
sible using existing resources; and

(d) (i) ensure that in providing services to
these service members, appropriate Federal
agencies are communicating and cooperating
effectively, and (ii) facilitate the fostering of
agency communications and cooperation
through informal and formal means, as ap-
propriate.

Sec. 10. Administration of Task Force.
The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall, to the
extent permitted by law, provide administra-
tive support and funding for the Task Force.

Sec. 11. Action Plan of Task Force. Con-
sistent with applicable law, the Task Force
shall outline a Government-wide action plan
that identifies existing Federal services for
returning Global War on Terror service men
and women and that ensures the provision
of such services to those service members
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as effectively and expeditiously as possible.
The Task Force shall submit the action plan
to the President within 45 days of the date
of this order.

Sec. 12. Termination of Task Force. The
Secretary, with the approval of the President,
shall terminate the Task Force upon the
completion of its duties.

Sec. 13. General Provisions.

(a) Nothing in this order shall be construed
to impair or otherwise affect (i) authority
granted by law to an agency or the head
thereof, or (ii) functions of the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget relat-
ing to budget, administrative, or legislative
proposals.

(b) This order shall be implemented con-
sistent with applicable law and subject to the
availability of appropriations.

(c) This order is not intended to, and does
not, create any right or benefit, substantive
or procedural, enforceable at law or in eq-
uity, against the United States, its depart-
ments, agencies, entities, officers, employees,
agents, or any other person.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 6, 2007.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:57 a.m., March 7, 2007]

NoOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on March 8.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Cochairs of the President’s
Commission on Care for America’s
Returning Wounded Warriors

March 7, 2007

I am concerned that our soldiers and their
families are not getting the treatment that
they deserve, having volunteered to defend
our country. Any report of medical neglect
will be taken seriously by this administration,
and I'm confident by the Congress, and we
will address problems quickly.

I've asked two of America’s fine public
servants, Senator Dole and Secretary Shalala,
to chair a Commission that will analyze our
health care both at the Defense Department
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and at the Veterans Department, to ensure
that not only our soldiers but their families
have complete confidence in the Govern-
ment’s upholding its responsibility to treat
those who have been wounded.

I am concerned that there may be flaws
in the system between when a soldier is on
the battlefield, through the Defense Depart-
ment, through the Veterans Administration,
and finally to the community. I can’t think
of two better people to analyze the situation
and to make recommendations, two people
to lead a Commission of probably nine peo-
ple, and that would be Senator Dole, who
is himself a veteran, and a wounded veteran
at that, a former distinguished Senator, a
man who knows Washington well, but more
importantly, he knows the kind of questions
to ask; and Secretary Shalala, who is an ex-
pert on health. She lived after 8 years in
President Clinton’s administration; she
knows what to look for; she knows the ques-
tions to ask.

And T'm confident that this Commission
will bring forth the truth. And as I assured
the Chairmen, I am confident that there will
be a quick response to any problems that you
may find. So I can’t thank you enough for
taking time, and to serve your nation once
again. God bless. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:12 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to former Senator Bob Dole; and
former Secretary of Health and Human Services
Donna E. Shalala.

Interview With Foreign Print
Journalists
March 6, 2007

The President. Thanks for coming. I'm
very much looking forward to my trip. I be-
lieve that a peaceful neighborhood and a
prosperous neighborhood is in the interest
of the United States of America. My trip is
an opportunity to remind the folks in our
neighborhood that the United States has a
robust policy toward empowering individuals
to realize their full potential.

I gave a speech yesterday that I outlined
a vision of a nation that cares about the
human condition. I spoke in terms of dollars



